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RKMARKS 

The statu, of the claims are as follows. Claims 1-20 arc pending in the applied*, 
Claims 5, 10-18, and 20 are withdrawn from consideration. Claims 2-4 arc cancelled herein. 
Claim 21 and 22 arc added herein. 

The lixamincr objected to the drawings due to both «3» and "3 P referred to a lumbar 
Plate in ,„c specification. Rather than amend the drawings, Applicant ha* amended the 
specification to remove the numbering conllict. 

Claim I is objected to for an informality. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1J2, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite. Said claims have been cosmetically changed to add.™ 
(his objection and rejection. 

Claims 1 , 2, and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. {1 03(a) as being unpoientoble over Ligon 
Sr. c a,. (USPN 551 8294) in view ofKnobiock (UN 5806930). Claims 3. 6. 7. M 8 arc 
.ejcelerl under 35 U.S.C. liosw „ beta, 0VM ^ & „ fl , .„ ^ rf 

Knobloek in Amber view nfCosenHno (USPN 6430801 ). Cl.ii 9 is rejected under 35 U S C 
51 03(a) « being unpayable over Ligon, Sr. c C. in view of Knobloek in furlhcr view of Da . 
Man, (l) S ,N 5664841). Cain, 19 is rejecied under 35 US.C. 5.03(a) as being nnpa^able 

Monte. 

Applicant respectfully traverses ,he rejections because the art cited by the Examiner does 
not teach, or suggest, each and every clement of the independent claim 1, as is required under 35 
U.S.C. § J 03(a). Further, the Examiner has not made , prima Jacie ease of obviousness in the 
rejection of clnim 1, as is required under 35 U.S.C. §103(a). 

Specifically, Ligon, Sr. ./ „/. does not teach, or suggest, «a lumbar support unit attached 
to a lower porfion of the backrest part, which is automatically protrude, lordly when the 
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"** ™ CmbCr " ' ilKd — - » «■<■% — to its „.„„», p„ sill0 „ w , Kn 
■ho ^ member is „ CisoloscU in * ,. « amended (ompl , Mis ^ To „ ie 

— « S on, .Sr., mahout, o„,y .caches a sea. with an actuator C1)lmect0r , 10 , ^ must 
he connected, in »wio» embodiments, * cxlenlal acl „ al0IS (i c ^ ^ „ ^ 

"**"* *" aCtiV "" ! *" ,Umtar ^ "son, Sr. is , «, , urabar pTOttMion 
operation in Ligon. Sr. requires more than o„ly tlltmg the scat-back member forward or 
tea, ward, as i„ ,hc present inveminn. Thus, them is no si„gu,„ r »„„,„„■*«,. prMnlsio „ „ 
Client matomUon „, a lum bar supporl „ nit „„„„ ^ ^ rf ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
present invention. 

in *e Office Action, the Examiner states. "Ugon diseioscs a lumbar suppo,, „„i, lhal is 
unached to a lower portion of a backrest, which is automatical,, p rctrudcd fonrar( „ y W „ M ^ 
seat back member is dlutd rearwardly (Abstract)" (See Office Action, page 4, lines 1-5) 
Iscspectfufiy. Appiicnn, co„l d no. find any disclose,, in the Abstrae. ofLigon of an 
protrusion of the seat back member upon it being tilted rearwardly. 

in .he Office Action, the limine, Anther states, -The lumbar s„ pporl unil is rcsiHcn „ y 
restored to l,s norma, position when the seat back member is erected (Abstract. Co. 7, line., 
5-52).- (See Office Aetion, page 4, fines 5-7). Again, the Abstrae, in Ligon is devoid of any 
language .supporting the statement that the lumbar support u„U fe rosifiendy rc s, orcd up0 „ , ho 
.sea! book member being moved to „„ erect position. Rcspeetfufiy, the Applicant review of 
Column 7, lines 5-52 indicate a simitar absence of the alleged language. The specification in 
Ibis section (i.e„ Col. 7, fines 5-52), „„,y discloses , he reqllirane|U ^ ^ 

burning ,he ,„mbar arch i„ ,„e sea, back. "[Elrfcclivc icngth oftensiou member 18 is shortened 
by adjusting means 40. back .support ,6 is s„b,e„ d c d longitudinal^™^ „ arch 46 Ulerc „ n ., 
(Co,. 7, fines,,.,.,, suppor , 16 „ shown wi ,„ mh < & ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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the back 50." (Col. 7, lines 21-22). "A back support desired in accordance with this invention 
automatically provides variable support without further adjustment by the user." (Col. 7, lines 
<l6-48)(cmpliasis added). In sum, LJgon, Sr. clearly discloses a back member that adjusts to 
various loads imposed by various occupants once the seat back member has been initially 
tuljmtcd via the adfuitbtg means. There is no "automatic protrusion forwardly", nor resilient 
restoration when the scat back member is returned to an erect position. Thus, Applicant submits 
that a prima facie case of obviousness has not been shown by the Examiner, and, therefore, the 
rejection should be withdrawn. 

Further, Knoblock, Coscntino, Dal Monte all do not remedy this glaring deficiency in 
Ufion, Sr. at al. Applicant submits that independent claim 1 be allowed, as well as, dependent 
claims 6-9 and 19, which depend iherclrom. 



CONCLUSION 

Based on the preceding arguments, Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1, 6-9, 19, 
and 21 -22 and the entire application meet the acceptance criteria for allowance and therefore 
request favorable action. If the Examiner believes anything Anther would be helpful to place the 
application in belter condition for allowance, Applicant invites Examiner to contact Applicant's 
representative at the telephone number listed below. 



Date: 



Respcclfully submitted, 

^o^^^nl^^n^ 3 ^:.-- - 
Regrl^o. 51^560^ 
Schmciser, tflsen 8c Watts 
3 Lear Jet Lane - Suite 201 
Latham, N-.Y. 12110 
(5 IK) 220-1850 
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